Web Syllabus

Course Code TSTD 306/406

Course Title Buddhist Philosophical Discourse I, 111

Course Topic Gampopa, dvags po thar rgyan (Jewel Ornament of
Liberation)

Credit 3

Semester, Year Spring 2027

Course Delivery Mode Concurrent: on campus and live streamed, Tibetan language
without translation

Required text(s) Gampopa, dvags po thar rgyan (Jewel Ornament of

Liberation)
Optional Readings TBA

| Course Description |

The Jewel Ornament of Liberation (dvags po thar rgyan) by Gampopa Sénam Rinchen (1079-1153)
is a seminal treatise of Tibetan Buddhism that systematically presents the entire path to
enlightenment from the perspective of the Mahayana tradition. The text synthesizes Kadampa
monastic discipline with the meditative instructions of the Kagyu lineage, offering a comprehensive
framework that guides practitioners from the initial generation of faith to the attainment of full
Buddhahood. Central to the work is the doctrine of Buddha-nature, which affirms the innate
potential for awakening present in all sentient beings and serves as the philosophical foundation for
the path.

The treatise proceeds by outlining the essential conditions for spiritual progress, including
reliance on a qualified spiritual master and contemplation of impermanence and karma, which
motivate practitioners to pursue liberation. It then elaborates the cultivation of bodhicitta—the
altruistic intention to attain enlightenment for the benefit of all beings—as the defining orientation
of the bodhisattva path. Gampopa further explains the progressive development of ethical and
contemplative discipline through the practice of the six perfections (paramita), culminating in the
realization of the ten bodhisattva stages (bhimi).

The final sections describe the culmination of the path in Buddhahood, detailing the qualities and
enlightened activities of a Buddha. Through its systematic structure and integration of doctrinal
exposition with practical guidance, The Jewel Ornament of Liberation functions both as a
philosophical synthesis and as a practical manual for practitioners seeking to traverse the
Mahayana path to awakening.

This course develops the students' ability to actively participate in philosophical discourse and



analysis in Tibetan. The instructor gives an oral commentary in Tibetan on a classical
philosophical text, in this case, dvags po thar rgyan. In this way, the students are introduced to a
combination of literary exegetical and standard modern colloquial forms of spoken Tibetan. This
provides a context-rich immersion environment for the development of student understanding of
the combined literary and vernacular Tibetan speech patterns common to Tibetan Buddhist
religious discourses.

Course Requirements

How do I succeed in the course? Class attendance of at least 80%,
active class participation (question
and answer, in Tibetan), one mid-
term exam and one final exam. The
exams will be given in Tibetan.

Assessments Weight

Midterm exam 50%

Final exam 50%




