Web Syllabus

Course Code TSTD 202/302/402

Course Title Advanced Studies in Buddhist Philosophy and Hermeneutics
I, 1V, Vi

Course Topic Jamgdn Mipham Rinpoche. Gateway to Knowledge, Vol. 1
(and possibly beginning of Vol II)

Credit 6

Semester, Year Spring 2027

Course Delivery Mode Lectures on campus and live streamed (only for NC students),

Tibetan language with translation
Weekly review classes

Schedule: Class Day Daily (Monday to Friday) 1:30pm — 3:00pm
&Time
Required texts Jamgon Mipham Rinpoche. Gateway to Knowledge, Vols. | &

I1, Transl. by Erik Pema Kunsang. Hong Kong, Boudha &
Esby: Rangjung Yeshe Publications, 1997.

Ju Mipham Rinpoche. mkhas pa i tshul la
‘jug pa’i sgo zhes bya i bstan bcos bzhugs so.

Optional Readings TBD

| Course Description |

This semester is the second part of a one-year study of Gateway to Knowledge

(mkhas pa’i tshul la ‘jug pa’i sgo) by Ju Mipham Rinpoche (1846—-1912), covering approximately
the first two volumes of the English edition. The text outlines the foundational structures of
Buddhist thought in the tradition of Abhidharma, according to the perspective of both the
Foundational Vehicle and the Greater Vehicle.

The two volumes of the text are organized into fourteen main topics
1. The aggregates
2. The elements
3. The sense sources



4. Interdependence
5. The correct and incorrect
6. The faculties
7. Time

8. The Truth of Suffering

9. The Truth of Origin-Karma

10. The Truth of Origin-Disturbing Emotions
11. The Truth of Cessation

12. The Truth of Path-The Five Paths

13. The Truth of Path-Additional Points

14. The Two Truths

In the spring semester we continue the exploration of the “ten topics which cause learnedness,”
focusing on how cognition in its various aspects can be categorized and explained. The monastic
scholar, or Khenpo, will give a word-by-word oral commentary on the text, while also allowing
time for questions and answers with students. Students are thus expected to prepare for class daily
by reading the text covered in the previous day’s class.

In addition to the master class, there will also be a review and discussion class led by the translator,
which meets once a week for one hour. This discussion is a required part of the course itself and
is intended to clarify and support the material covered in the Khenpo’s section of the class. The
discussion provides a forum for students to ask questions about topics covered in the master class
that they either did not get the chance to ask the Khenpo or would prefer to discuss with other
students or have clarified by the discussion leader. In the review class, the material covered in the
master class will be analyzed from different academic perspectives. Attendance at the review class
is a required part of the course.

| Learning Outcomes |

e Building a thorough knowledge and ability to discuss key ideas of the text,
the Gateweay to Knowledge, in particular the ten topics which cause learnedness

e Becoming familiar with Abhidharma methodology

¢ Building a sound understanding of the similarities and differences between the
presentations in the Abhidharma traditions of the Fundamental and Greater Vehicle

e Developing the ability to critically engage with complex Buddhist ideas through different
approaches (lectures, discussions, readings, written assignments, exams)

e Improving academic writing, logical argumentation, and the practice of scholarly citation
through writing short and long essays related to the course material.

¢ Gaining familiarity with the Tibetan Buddhist scholastic shedra system of
Buddhist exegesis



Course Requirements

How do | succeed in the course?

Attending all classes and being prepared by
reading the assigned texts

Assessments Weight
1. Class participation 5%
2. Quizzes and presentations 20%
3. Short papers 10%
4. Midterm exam 15%
5. Final assessment consisting of 50%
o final paper e 25%
e final exam * 25%




