
 

 

 
Web Syllabus 

 

Course Code TSTD 102 

Course Title Buddhist Philosophy and Hermeneutics II 

Course Topic The Way of the Bodhisattva (Bodhisattvacaryāvatāra) 

Chapters 6-10 

Credit 6 

Semester, Year Spring 2027 

Course Delivery Mode Lectures on campus (and live streamed for NC students) 

Tibetan language with translation 

Weekly review classes 

Schedule: Class Day &Time Daily (Monday to Friday) 1:30pm – 3:00pm  

Review Class Time Monday 5:00 – 6:00 pm 

Class location Room 104 & Online (FC student must attend in 

person) 

Required Root Text Śāntideva, The Way of the Bodhisattva. 

Translated by the Padmakara Translation 

Group. Boston: Shambhala, 2006. 

Required Commentary Kunzang Pelden, The Nectar of Manjushri’s Speech: A 

Detailed Commentary on Shantideva’s Way of the 

Bodhisattva. Translated by the Padmakara Translation 

Group. Boston: Shambhala, 2007.  

Prerequisites TSTD 101 or permission of the instructor 

 

Course Description 

The Way of the Bodhisattva (Bodhicaryāvatāra), composed by the Indian philosopher Śāntideva, 

is a seminal classic of Mahāyāna Buddhist philosophy. The text elucidates the meaning and 

significance of bodhicitta—the mind of awakening—and presents systematic instructions on 

cultivating the perfections (pāramitās) of generosity, discipline, patience, diligence, and 

meditation. Its culminating chapter, “The Perfection of Wisdom,” offers a sophisticated critique 

of both contemporary non-Buddhist philosophical positions and non-Madhyamaka Buddhist 

schools, articulating the Middle Way as the pinnacle of insight. 

Throughout the Bodhicaryāvatāra, Śāntideva interweaves ethical, meditative, and philosophical 

teachings, guiding practitioners along the Bodhisattva path. Composed in Sanskrit in the eighth 

century, the text was transmitted to Tibet within a century, where it achieved great prominence 

under the title Byang chub sems dpa’i spyod pa la ’jug pa. 



 

 

This course constitutes the second part of a two-semester study of the Bodhicaryavatāra. The 

fall semester focused on Chapters 1–6, while the spring semester continues with Chapters 7–10. 

The course consists of two main components: 

 Daily Lectures: Taught by a monastic instructor from Ka-Nying Shedrub Ling 

Monastery and translated into English, these sessions include reading the root verses 

and receiving oral commentary in the traditional Indian and Tibetan hermeneutical 

style. 

 Weekly Review Sessions: Led by the translator, these sessions provide a forum for 

discussion, reflection, and interpretive analysis, allowing students to deepen and broaden 

their understanding of the material presented in the lectures. 

Course Requirements 

How do I succeed 

in the course? 
 Course requirements are aimed at helping students develop 

vital academic skills. During the semester, there will be two 

oral memorization quizzes. Students will be given ahead of 

time ten verses of the Bodhicaryāvatāra to memorize for each 

oral quiz, either in English, Tibetan, Sanskrit, or Chinese. Each 

student will be prompted to recite one verse during each quiz 

session.  

 

 To encourage active learning, students will be asked to submit 

daily class notes once a week in the form of assignments. The 

submission can be in jpg. format (only one photo per daily class) 

or a Word file. Please include a title and a date for each day in 

English. 

 Additionally, students will be assigned one short reflection 

paper (~1000 words) and one final paper (~1500 words). 

Academic paper writing is an extremely important skill that 

will be trained in the review classes and course assignments: 

students will write academic papers, acquiring practical 

experience in the process.  

 

 

Assessments Weight 

1. Class notetaking with weekly submission 10%  

2. Oral memorization quizzes (2) 10% (5% each) 

3. Short Papers (1) 10% 

4. Midterm Exam (1) 20%  

5. Final Assessment (2) 50%  

 final paper 25% and 

 written final exam 25% 

 


