
 
Web Syllabus 

 

Course Code BSTD 610/ 810 

Course Title MA Thesis 

Course Topic  MA Thesis 

Credits  15 

Semester, Year Spring, 2027 

Schedule: class day & time Biweekly individual meetings (90 mins) 

Class location Time and place TBD with each student 

Required texts Selected individually  

Optional Readings None 

 

 

Course Description 

 

MA Thesis (BSTD 610/ 810) is designed to guide students through the stages of their MA thesis 

research and writing, ensuring steady progress toward completion within the expected 

timeframe. The course offers structured, individualized support while allowing for substantial 

intellectual autonomy. Students refine their research questions, develop appropriate 

methodological approaches, and deepen their capacities in textual criticism, interpretive analysis, 

translation, and annotation. 

 

A defining feature of this course is its individualized trajectory. Each student’s progress is 

shaped by their particular research interests; their level of preparation in relevant languages, 

translation practices, and textual-critical methods; and their active participation in the mentoring 

process. This personalized approach fosters a focused, supportive environment that encourages 

rigorous scholarly development and consistent advancement toward a successful thesis. 

 

Instruction is provided through one-on-one meetings tailored to each student’s research and/or 

translation project. Each student receives biweekly 90-minute sessions, with meeting schedules 

arranged individually. 

 

 

Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have produced a full, final draft of their 

MA thesis, demonstrating substantial progress in research, academic writing, textual analysis, 

translation, and annotation in preparation for the thesis defense and submission process. 



 

Key Deadlines to respect: 

 May 1, 2027: Submission of complete thesis draft to supervisor 

 June 1, 2027: Supervisor forwards finalized thesis to external examiner, who is granted 

up to four weeks for review 

  

 July 1–30, 2027: Oral Thesis Defense 

 Defense date subject to external examiner availability 

 Evaluation Committee: supervisor, external examiner, and Director of Studies 

upon availability 

 Invited attendees may include RYI Principal, Graduate Committee, faculty, and 

students (online participation available) 

 Post-defense revisions completed in collaboration with supervisor as required 

 

Course Requirements 

Students will engage in two main types of activities: 

1. Ongoing work on the thesis drafts in coordination with their thesis supervisor. 

2. Timely submission of the final thesis at the end of the semester, and oral defense (viva 

voce) in coordination with the thesis supervisor 

 

Assessments  

1. Written thesis  

2. Oral examination (viva voce)  

 


