
 

 

Web Syllabus 
 

Course Code BSTD 409 

Course Title Independent Research Project 

Course Topic  Independent Research Project 

Credits 3 

Semester, Year Spring 2027 

Course Delivery Mode Individual meeting 

Schedule: TBD with supervisor 

Required text(s)  TBD with supervisor 

Optional Readings  TBD with supervisor 

Prerequisites: Submission of a course topic proposal to the Director of 
Studies 

 

 

 
The Independent Research Project offers students an opportunity to explore a subject of special 

interest, particularly one that is not offered in the regular curriculum. The focus of the research 

project should be a specific topic rather than general issues in Buddhist Studies. 

 

Research projects are supervised by faculty members or other experts in the field of interest. 

Advisors assist in planning projects, but responsibility for the design and execution of the project 

lies with the student. A research paper or written report of approximately 4,000 words is expected 

upon completion of the project. 

 

Please note that students are expected to choose a topic for their research and identify the faculty 

member who will work with them on their projects. Students must receive permission from the 

Director of Studies after having submitted a draft syllabus, developed in collaboration with their 

course supervisor.   

 
 

 
By the conclusion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Develop a thesis and assess and analyze its validity (or not) through conducting research 

on the topic. 

 Write an essay that demonstrates the research done, the conclusions, and how the 

conclusions were reached. 

Course Description 

Course Objectives 


