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KATHMANDU UNIVERSITY
Web Syllabus
Course Code BSTD 208
Course Title Methodology in Buddhist Studies (Required Course)
Course Topic Methodology in Buddhist Studies
Credits 3
Semester, Year Spring 2027
Course Delivery Mode Lecture, on campus
Schedule: class day & time Monday & Wednesday, 3:15 — 4:45 pm
Class location Room 106
Required text(s) Course Reader
Optional Readings TBD
Prerequisites BSTD 1.01 _/2 “Buddh_ist Traditions: History and Culture I/I1
or permission of the instructor.

| Course Description |

This course aims to develop students’ critical appreciation of the methodological tools used in the
study of Buddhism in both academic and traditional contexts. The first part of this course takes an
intellectual-historical perspective on the academic study of Religion. It will also take into account
Buddhist Studies as a part of the “Orientalist” enterprise during the colonial period. Hence, this
part combines primary and secondary sources that will allow students to identify and analyze the
assumptions, claims, and practical implications of methodologies derived from Religious Studies
as an academic discipline. This first section is, then, focused on Buddhism as a sub-field
(“Religious Studies: Buddhism™) rather than a unique field on inquiry (“Buddhist Studies”).

The latter part of the course critically engages methods for Buddhist Studies from several
approaches: emic (insider), etic (outsider), and both (“scholar-practitioner””). As such, it provides
an opportunity for students to critically reflect upon their own education and to engage with current
debates that shape the study of Buddhism around the world.

| Learning Outcomes |

¢ Students will have a basic overview and understanding of the historical trajectory of the
study of religion and Buddhism.

e Students will be introduced to various theoretical methods on how Buddhism and
Buddhist studies engages with its subject.



e Students will be able to take a topic of Buddhist studies or religion and apply theoretical
discourse to the topic and understand how this creates a specific perspective on the
discourse.

e Students will be able to critically engage with scholarship in Buddhist studies, recognize
and analyze how theories of religious studies are being applied.

e Students will be encouraged to creatively explore how they can engage in Buddhist
studies that moves beyond the theories introduced in this course.

Course Requirements

How do | succeed in e Active class participation, answering the quizzes and supporting
the course? classmates in discussions are essential components of learning in
this class.

e Lectures will supplement the class readings. Students are
responsible for keeping up with all the materials covered in the
lectures and in the readings.

Assessments Weight
1. Class participation 10%
2. Weekly quizzes/ class tests 10%
3. Mid-term exam 30%
4. Final assessment:
e Final written exam 25%
e Final essay 25%




