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KATHMANDU UNIVERSITY
Web Syllabus
Course Code BSTD 102
Course Title Buddhist Traditions: History & Culture
Course Topic Buddhist Traditions: History & Culture Il
Credits 3

Semester, Year

Spring 2027

Course Delivery Mode

Lectures, on campus

Schedule: class day & time

Monday 8:00 — 9.30 am
Wednesday 8.00 — 9.30 am

Class location Room 103
Required text(s) Course reader (CR)
Optional Readings TBD

Prerequisites

BSTD 101 or permission of the instructor

| Course Description |

BSTD102 explores Buddhism's profound yet often undervalued connections with three traditionally
disparaged spheres of life: family, politics, and economics. While Buddhism is frequently seen as an
ascetic and world-renouncing tradition, this course invites students to delve into its significant
interactions with these crucial areas of human experience. We will examine how different regional
Buddhist traditions, specifically Himalayan, East Asian, and Southeast Asian Buddhism, have engaged
with and shaped understandings of family, political power, and economic systems.

The course begins with an analysis of family within Buddhist contexts, examining the reciprocal
influences between familial structures and Buddhist practices. This section includes studies on the
dynamics between monastic and lay communities, the resurgence of Theravada Buddhism in Nepal,
and the significance of family in Tibetan Buddhist traditions. It then transitions to a critical exploration
of Buddhism's relationship with political power. Through case studies such as Buddhism in Chinese
historical politics and its role in modern political settings, students will gain insight into Buddhism's
political influences. In the economic domain, the course explores Buddhism's intersections with
commerce and material culture, covering its impact on maritime trade, global economic interactions,
and the emergence of Buddhist business models and marketing strategies.

This course serves to challenge and expand the conventional portrayal of Buddhism. Throughout the
course, students will be encouraged to critically engage with both historical interpretations and



contemporary practices, considering the relevance of Buddhist teachings in today's societal contexts
and the way in which contemporary Buddhist practitioners navigate these aspects of life.

| Learning Outcomes \

By the end of this course, students will have acquired hands-on experience of the basic skills required
of a researcher in the field of Buddhist studies, namely

1) critical reading and evaluation of different kinds of textual and visual sources;

2) persuasive writing (constructing a bibliography and proper source citation, as well as
composing an original academic essay)

3) discussing your views with your peers in a peer-review process (Learning Cell), and

4) working synergistically in a small diverse, cross-cultural team to research a given topic and
share this with a larger peer group (Group Presentation).

Course Requirements

How do | succeed in the e The topics of this class allow for ample class discussion in

course? which you learn to develop an evidence-based evaluation of
academic and traditional sources.

o Firstly, be prepared to read a fair bit (about 50 pages a
week) and annotate these as you read, as the material in the
readings will be tested in the final exam.

e Lectures will supplement the class readings. You are
responsible for keeping up with all the materials covered in
the lectures and in the readings.

e Occasional quizzes and reflections will ensure that you
grasp the key points of the material we cover. (Counted
under Class Participation)

e Active class participation and supporting your classmates in
discussions and groupwork is also an essential component
of learning in this class.

Assessments Weight
1. Class Participation, group work, quizzes and reflections 15%
2. Learning Cell 1 10%
3. Group Project 25%
4. Final Assessment: 50%
e Consisting of Learning Cell 2 and Exam 25% each




