
 
Web Syllabus 

 

Course Code ATSP 504 

Course Title Advanced Textual Study Primary II 

Course Topic The Gateway to Knowledge, Vol 3-4 

(Abhidharma) 

Credits 6 

Semester, Year Spring 2027 

Course Delivery Mode   Lecture, On-Campus and additional monthly    

  seminar   

Schedule: class day & time Mon-Fri, 11:30-12:30pm 

Class Location  

Required text(s) ’Ju Mi pham Rin po che. mkhas pa’i tshul la 
’jug pa’i sgo zhes bya’i bstan bcos.   
The Gateway to Knowledge 

Optional Readings TBD 

 

Course Description 

This course consists of two components: 1) The textual studies of a Tibetan philosophical 

treatise, and 2) the study of secondary academic literature on the topic. 

1) The Textual Study 

This semester we will study Gateway to Knowledge (mkhas pa’i tshul la ’jug pa’i sgo) by Ju 

Mipham Rinpoche (1846–1912), translated into English as “The Gateway to Knowledge.” The 

text outlines the foundational structures of Buddhist thought in the tradition of Abhidharma, 

according to the perspective of both the Foundational Vehicle and the Greater Vehicle. In the 

spring semester we continue the study of the “ten topics which cause learnedness,” The monastic 

scholar will give a word-by-word oral commentary on the text, while also allowing time for 

questions and answers with students.  Students are thus expected to prepare for class daily by 

reading the text covered in the previous day’s class.  

2) The Academic Component  

The MA academic component consists of academic research and seminar-style meetings. There 

will be three seminar meetings during the semester. The exact times and dates of these meetings 



will be decided at the start of the semester. Since the purpose of the course is to train students in 

academic methods in preparation for preparing their MA theses, there will be specialized 

readings assigned for each of the meetings. Students are required to come to the meetings with a 

reflection paper based on the readings. The course concludes with a research paper. 

 

Learning Outcome 

On successful completion of the course, students will have a solid grasp of the root text and the ability to 

navigate and use resources for Buddhist Studies research in the field of Abhidharma. 

 

Assessment 

Half of the final grade of the 6-credit ATSE 502 will be constituted of the average grade of all 

assignments of the textual studies classes, administered by the review teacher and translator. 

The MA academic component will provide for the remaining 50% of the final grade. Grades will 

be assigned according to the following categories: 

Various assignments of the textual classes  50% of the final grade 

Academic component: 

Three research papers:                30% of the final grade 

In-class presentations and discussions:              20% of the final grade 

 

 


