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KATHMANDU UNIVERSITY
Web Syllabus
Course Code ATSP 503

Course Title

Buddhist Philosophical Traditions | / Advanced Textual
Study Primary 11

Course Topic

Gampopa, dvags po thar rgyan (Jewel Ornament of

Liberation)
Credits 6
Semester, Year Spring 2027

Course Delivery Mode

Lecture, On-Campus and additional monthly seminars

Schedule: class day & time

M-F, 8:00-9:00 AM

Class location 104

Required text(s) Gampopa, dvags po thar rgyan (Jewel Ornament of
Liberation)

Optional Readings TBD

Prerequisites ATSP 501

Course Description

This course consists of two components: 1) The textual studies of a Tibetan philosophical
treatise, and 2) the study of secondary academic literature on the topic.

1) The Textual Study

This semester we continue the study of dvags po thar rgyan (Jewel Ornament of Liberation),
The monastic scholar, or Khenpo, will give a word-by-word oral commentary on the text, while
also allowing time for questions and answers with students. Students are thus expected to
prepare for class daily by reading the text covered in the previous day’s class.

2) The Academic Component

The MA academic component consists of academic research and seminar-style meetings.
There will be three seminar meetings during the semester. The exact times and dates of these
meetings will be decided at the start of the semester.

Since the purpose of the course is to train students in academic methods in preparation for
preparing their MA theses, there will be specialized readings assigned for each of the meetings.
Students are required to come to the meetings with a reflection paper based on the readings. The
course concludes with a research paper. Before each of the three meetings, students will submit a




short (3—4 pages) paper engaging primarily with the assigned readings and in-class discussions
on them.

Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of the course, students will have a solid grasp of the root text and the
ability to navigate and use necessary resources for Buddhist Studies research in the field of
Abhidharma.

| Assessment |
Half of the final grade of the 6-credit ATSE 502 will be constituted of the average grade of all

assignments of the textual studies classes, administered by the review teacher and translator.

The MA academic component will provide for the remaining 50% of the final grade. Grades will
be assigned according to the following categories:

Various assignments of the textual classes 50% of the final grade

Academic component:

Three research papers: 30% of the final grade

In-class presentations and discussions: 20% of the final grade




